
DESF meeting notes – Report to BATOD NEC 
Via Zoom 

(27.3.20 and 2.6.20) 
 

The DESF have met twice remotely since the last BATOD NEC.   
 
As you would expect most of the conversation related to the current COVID-19 pandemic 
and its impact on Deaf CYP and their education.  
 
Topics included: 
 
Cancellation of external exams/alternative means of grading 

• The limited deadline to produce evidence and agree this across teams is challenging. This 
leaves little time for discussion and to seek advice on students with more complex profiles. 
+----------`-`-`-`-`-`-`-`-`-`-`-`-`-``-`--``--------is no expectation that exam centres will seek 
advice from external agencies and boards when making judgements – particularly when the 
CYP would have benefitted from a modified paper, language modification, live speaker, BSL 
etc.  

 

• Lower expectations of Deaf CYP abilities and the impact this could have on internal grading 
and evidence provided to exam boards. Is this a greater challenge within the mainstream? 

 

• Change in grading boundaries and the possibility of a greater number of SEND pupils in 
lower grade bands.  

 

• The NDCS have contributed to the OFQUAL consultation regarding this. Please see the 
summary provided by Martin McLean at the end of this document.  

 
Impact of extended lockdown on Deaf CYP 

• What will the long-term impact of an extended lockdown be on future education, 
achievement, and mental health? Variable, dependent on a multitude of factors including 
CYP individual needs, home environment, equipment available, help provided by parents 
and carers.  

 

• Online learning presents new barriers for students. It relies a lot more on accessing 
materials in English. What measures can be put in place for those struggling to do that? 

 
Provision of support to FE/HE students during lockdown 

• Many colleges and universities have now transferred their input online, whilst some 
colleges have furloughed their staff, finished their courses completely and will be providing 
evidence to exam boards. Reports of variable support for students. Concerns were raised 
about the new academic year and how input will be provided as well as the impact on 
mental health and wellbeing on CYP who require support and structure. For practical 
courses, where social distancing will be required, this is a challenge.  

 

• NDCS will be hosting a webinar for families with young people 16-19 on 25th June who 
may now not have completed courses or unsure of exam results they will achieve. They are 
also surveying CYP and staff to find out how they are coping with accessing online 
learning.  
 

 



 
AOB 

Second UK Workshop for Language Tutors (Specialist Support Professionals for Deaf 

Students) which was due to be held on 21st March 2020 at University of Central 

Lancashire was cancelled. New meeting TBA. 

Date of next meeting  

TBA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank you to Martin McLean (NDCS) for this summary: 

Decisions impacting A-levels & GCSEs in England are summarised here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-gcse-and-a-level-consultation-outcomes-and-autumn-exam-

series-proposals 

The key decisions in relation to deaf young people are: 

1.   They will consider that small, special schools will have fluctuating cohorts within their statistical 

standardisation process which places a lot of weighting on the historical performances of 

schools/colleges with specific subjects. Ofqual will explore the possibility of appeals for 

schools/colleges that have reliable evidence of significant demographic changes from previous years.  

 

2.   There will be no appeal process for students receiving calculated grades. However, Ofqual have 

confirmed it will be possible for students who had evidence of bias/discrimination to raise this with 

their school/college. Exam boards can investigate evidence which indicates malpractice. 

Schools/colleges must also now have a procedure which allows students to request a review of the 

school/college’s decision not to appeal to an exam board. 

 

3.   Heads do not need to a sign separate declaration in relation to equalities law but Ofqual have 

updated their info for Heads of Centres to remind them of their duties under the Equality Act and 

suggested how they might identify systematic over/under prediction in their centres. 

 

4.   As previously reported the other week, within their Equalities Impact Assessment Ofqual stated they 

are now providing information for schools/colleges on ensuring accuracy of rank ordering of 

students by consulting with specialist teachers (e.g. ToDs). 

 

5.   For vocational qualifications, our main concern as well as those above, was on the provision of 

adapted assessments. Ofqual referenced deaf students with the Equality Impact Assessment and 

noted that adapted assessments might not be accessible without specialist input. Ofqual have 

decided to put in place additional guidance under their general conditions for awarding bodies to 

remind them of their ongoing equalities obligations.  

Ofqual have now completed an additional consultation regarding the Autumn Exam Series for those students 

not happy with their results or if they were home-schooled (meaning no reliable evidence could be collected 

to calculate a grade).  

From Ofqual: 

Today (22nd May 2020), we have published a statement, analysis and decisions in response to our 

consultation on exceptional arrangements for awarding GCSEs, AS, A levels, Extended Project Qualification 

and Advanced Extension Award in maths. We have also published an infographic on the process for awarding 

GCSEs, AS and A levels summer 2020 and updated our information for students and schools and colleges 

films.  

We have also updated our Guidance for teachers, students, parents and carers document and Information for 

Heads of Centre, Heads of Department and teachers on the submission of Centre assessment grades 

document.  

Today we have also published the consultation decisions on the assessment and grading of vocational, 

technical and other general qualifications.  

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fofqual-gcse-and-a-level-consultation-outcomes-and-autumn-exam-series-proposals&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657234977&sdata=NWN8apWk6iYQpIr2%2Fr%2FT6LKVPIf%2FmtT8%2BGPLOrvnbCA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fofqual-gcse-and-a-level-consultation-outcomes-and-autumn-exam-series-proposals&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657234977&sdata=NWN8apWk6iYQpIr2%2Fr%2FT6LKVPIf%2FmtT8%2BGPLOrvnbCA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fofqual-gcse-and-a-level-consultation-outcomes-and-autumn-exam-series-proposals&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657244972&sdata=v27xqA%2FFWNCVBKyIAFD6ebeuXKQ%2FYBf9S%2FzqwDdqhlA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F886555%2FAnalysis_of_consultation_responses_21MAY2020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657254969&sdata=4uf2NTyTYNnv9D7IkXHJosR4LG%2Bh4k7F7OpJBSDeKy4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F887048%2FSummer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657264962&sdata=93o92YgttMJtQfWOgHsTbPXhWlEAuEtzkHO4bxXdxfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F887041%2F6614-4_Infographic_-_Process_for_awarding_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_summer_2020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657274956&sdata=%2F9gSz499JI7NHwOXQgKV3%2BUk2xJroKMQAQGpleIfsss%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F887041%2F6614-4_Infographic_-_Process_for_awarding_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_summer_2020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657274956&sdata=%2F9gSz499JI7NHwOXQgKV3%2BUk2xJroKMQAQGpleIfsss%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DfRTyGmUJIrw&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657284954&sdata=c%2Bnl2tlfP2D%2BsVZegcuwNjOsp2F9I2%2BGPXqdwkLe1%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DguWxM1Z2sx8&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657294943&sdata=Xl0BufhxmZBKLZkOlvJ5EFT2K5Q2gu8DCltjT0KLwXM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F886978%2F6614-3_Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657314937&sdata=2DYN5wZqW8zTInI9zCqpvGBulVErQv0P0r%2FXBqzjO%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F887018%2FSummer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Info_for_Heads_of_Centre_22MAY2020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657324935&sdata=mbMYDtW%2F2USVb%2FYbM2PdmV9F7OwWpKsq4kuuqyoDDBU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F887018%2FSummer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Info_for_Heads_of_Centre_22MAY2020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657324935&sdata=mbMYDtW%2F2USVb%2FYbM2PdmV9F7OwWpKsq4kuuqyoDDBU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F886949%2FVTQ_consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90c97db2c174c637fa708d80882ea06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637268705657324935&sdata=7ywtI4DIrQvDSC22JRNvqELzKRrY7UUVvGDuZrHQ1fQ%3D&reserved=0


 


