“What a beautiful book Raymond Antrobus has written! | love it. So much
pain, so much tenderness, so much music and invention and passion in All
The Names Given. . . Antrobus has a special gift of making music from stories
and giving his lyrics gravity and urgency that’s inimitable.”

ILYA KAMINSKY, AUTHOR OF DEAF REPUBLIC

"In All The Names Given, the essential tension is knowledge. Knowledge of
self, knowledge of others. These poems make the sublime leap or union of
witness to ‘with-ness,’” so their knowledge is not speculative but holds
together, beautiful and fraught, the broken burden of honesty: love.
Antrobus is a phenomenal poet."

ISHION HUTCHINSON

C——
Building on his award-winning debut collection, The Perseverance, All
the Names Given is a collection of intimate, deeply personal poems
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up and down the wires of lineage and inheritance.

RAYMOND ANTROBUS

Raymond Antrobus’s much anticipated second collection continues his
essential investigation into language, miscommunication, place, and Raymond Antrobus was born in London,
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shifting between England, South Africa, Jamaica, and the American South,
and move fluently from family history, through the lust of adolescence, and
finally into a vivid and complex array of marriage poems — with the poet
older, wiser, and more accepting of love's fragility.

Throughout, All The Names Given is punctuated with [Caption Poems]

partially inspired by Deaf sound artist Christine Sun Kim, which attempt to
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timely, humane and tender book from one of the most important young
poets of his generation.
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FURTHER PRAISE FOR RAYMOND ANTROBUS:

‘These poems are revelations. In All the Names Given, Antrobus traces a new dimension where the
irreducible particularity of self—race and gender, disability and sexuality, ancestry and futurity—buzzes
with coded sound, refusing reduction. This collection is so obviously at the forefront of a new canon
whose singular and evocative approach to lyricism and imagistic play demonstrates not only the
necessity of our multilingual and multimodal realities, but 'the volume of their power,' too.’

MEG DAY, AUTHOR OF LAST PSALM AT SEA LEVEL

'Raymond Antrobus is as searching a poet as you're likely to find writing today.'
KAVEH AKBAR

'An insightful, frank and intimate rumination on language, identity, heritage, loss and the art of communication. .
.Ranging from tender elegies about his father to frank interrogations of deafness, Antrobus highlights the
persistence of memory and our need to connect. . .These are courageous autobiographical poems of praise,
difficulties, testimony and love.'

MALIKA BOOKER ON THE PERSEVERANCE

'Raymond Antrobus's compelling debut, The Perseverance, confronts deeply rooted prejudice against deaf people.’
THE GUARDIAN, POETRY BOOK OF THE YEAR (THE PERSEVERANCE)

'TA] memorable collection. . .Antrobus interlaces wit and pathos as he examines his identity as a deaf British-
Jamaican man in a world between sign language and speech.’
THE SUNDAY TIMES, POETRY BOOK OF THE YEAR (THE PERSEVERANCE)

"This book is far bigger than d/Deafness ... localising identities in the entire bodyscape, be they physical, social,
racial, class or religion-based. . . It channels Danez Smith, Malika Booker and Caroline Bird, in formal poems,
erasures, free verse, innovative use of Makaton symbols, translation, prose, and a blackout version of Ted Hughes'
‘Deaf School’; probably the best poem | read all year, and it doesn’t even have any words in it.'

WILL BARRETT, POETRY SCHOOL BOOK OF THE YEAR (THE PERSEVERANCE)

'The rare gift of this collection is that it makes us reassess our relationship with communication. [...] The emotive,
intuitive power of this work is a signature of a poet who not only understands, but indeed 'overstands' his position in
society.'

MARIA TAYLOR, UNDER THE RADAR, ON THE PERSEVERANCE

'A wild patience keeps Antrobus outside The Perseverance, and the results are joyful, hospitable,
generous and forgiving.'
DAWN WOOD, DURA, ON THE PERSEVERANCE



