
Minutes of the BATOD North 2021 AGM 

In Attendance 

Donna Stainsby 

Liz Birch 

Katherine Hamilton 

Julie Markowycz 

Caty Nugent 

Jenny Chapple 

Ottilia Tozser 

Jackie Slater 

Jayne Broady 

Alice Brennan 

Angela Joseph 

Fay Hanson 

Kim Davis 

Helen Latka 

Liz Hughes 

Melody dark 

Natalie battle 

Ginny Parker 

Michelle Cook 

Rachel Smith 

Helen Martin 

Clare Armitage 

Bev Hennefer 

Marie Wilinson 

Claire Jacks 

Sandy Goler 

Gaynor Stone 

Gilly Wilkinson 

Joanne Hothershall 

Lindsey Hignett 

Wendy Pallant 

Trish Cope 



Apologies 

Joanne Kelsey-Taylor; Ryan Brewer; Tanya Reynolds; 

Minutes of the 2020 AGM 

Delegates had the opportunity to read the minutes beforehand on the website and during the day as 
they were displayed around the centre. They were proposed by: Marie Wilkinson and seconded by: 
Sandy Goler 

All those who were attended that AGM agreed that they be accepted as a true record. There were no 
matters arising. 

Treasurers report and accounts (these had been on the website and also on display around the centre 
during the day). Sandy explained the accounts which essentially contain the costs of the Study Day 
and committee meetings along with income from delegates and exhibitors. She explained the 
requirement to keep only £1500 in each regional bank account and to make all events cost neutral – 
the potential difficulties of continuing to do this in the years ahead were briefly described. The 
accounts were adopted unanimously following the proposal by: Kim Davis, seconded by Melody Dark. 

Chairperson’s report 

Claire Jacks introduced herself as Chairperson and welcomed everyone to the AGM. 

The BATOD North region continues to thrive with a strong dedicated committee who welcome 
newcomers and anyone wishing to join should speak to Claire or another member of the committee to 
find out more. She felt sure that with the support of everyone in the region there was a bright future 
ahead. 

Earlier this year the committee organised an “Air ‘n Share” evening. This was a free event which was 
well attended and very much appreciated by those who attended. It offered those participating an 
opportunity to share frustrations and difficulties as well as increased opportunities and new ideas that 
had been experienced and developed during the Covid 19 Pandemic.  

BATOD North Committee are a very active group of Teachers of the Deaf who embrace opportunities 
to bring colleagues together. The committee are all volunteers who meet three times a year 
(occasionally additional meetings are needed) plus the Study Day itself. The meetings are mainly 
focussed on organising the Study Day. Being part of the committee also offers the opportunity to 
network and informally share how schools and local authorities are responding to current changes.  

We have a Facebook page and a Twitter feed. If you haven’t already done so please do look us up and 
follow us. If you have any ideas for future training or if you have a workshop you would like to present 
please do get in touch.    

Claire asked the Committee to stand for recognition, acknowledgement and thanks from the meeting.   

She also announced a couple of changes this year: 

“Sandy Goler has been BATOD North Rep at NEC for many years and is stepping away from NEC. She 
is still the BATOD North Treasurer but is stepping away from National. She asked the meeting to show 
their appreciation for all her commitment to BATOD over the years. Thank you Sandy. Marie Wilkinson, 
has been nominated by the committee to take on the Role of North Rep at NEC. Thank you Marie.   



And very sadly for us Trish has decided to step away from BATOD North Committee. I think probably 
all but certainly most of you know that Trish has given many many years to BATOD North and we are 
very sad to see her go. But the role of Grandma is too tempting to refuse!! Thank you Trish.”  

Claire gave a final “thank you” to everyone for coming to the Study Day and continued support. The 
committee will let the region know about future events. She finished by reminding everyone to 
complete their evaluation forms. 

Appointments and nominations 

Trish Cope is retiring as secretary and Sandy Goler as NEC representative. The committee has 
nominated Nicky Weightman as secretary and Marie Wilkinson as NEC representative though she will 
not take up her position until March 2022 at the next national BATOD AGM.  Trish & Sandy were 
thanked for their work and each received a bouquet of flowers as a “Thank You” for the work they 
have done for the regional and national association. 

Constitution 

Two small amendments had been made to the Constitution. All delegates had the chance to re-read 
the constitution during the day. Sandy Goler proposed it be adopted, seconded by Marie Pearson and 
it was unanimously accepted by those present. 

There was no other business. 

The date of the next meeting will be on 13th October 2022 at the Textile Centre, if conditions allow. 


