
Deaf Awareness
At Kingsbury 
Green Primary 
School



Meet Karen 

Hardwicke!



Karen is the parent of a young deaf child, Teacher of the 

Deaf and author of three books. She loves reading, writing 

and running. We will be reading her books to help us think 

about deaf awareness at school.





www.avidlanguage.com/jaspers-tale

http://www.avidlanguage.com/jaspers-tale


What did Jasper do with his 
hearing aids at the beginning of 

the story? 

What did Jasper do with his 
hearing aids at the end?



Hearing Aids               Cochlear Implants 



How do hearing aids work?
1. Sound waves travel towards your 

hearing aid

2. A microphone picks up the sound 

then converts it to electrical signals 

3. Electrical signals get sent to the 

amplifier which increases the power 

of the signals

4. The battery powers this

5. The amplified current drives a 

loudspeaker

6. The loudspeaker plays the sound into 

an ear hook

7. The sound passes from the ear hook 

into the tube

8. The sound passes into the ear mould 

which sends it to the inner ear



Outside the body            Inside the body

Cochlear Implants



What does this look like on?





How do deaf children communicate?

 Using their senses to 
experience the world. 

 Using hearing aids or 
cochlear implants.

 Talking

 Using British sign 
Language.



British Sign Language involves… 

 Finger spelling

 Two handed 
gestures

 Lip reading

 Facial 
expressions

 Body Language

 Gesture



What can you do to help 
deaf children hear you?



Deaf Awareness Week 2023
1-7th May 2023

Theme: Deaf Inclusion



Competition: 
Design your own Deaf character and story

• Submit: a drawing (hand or digital) of your character 
• brief information about them (do they have hearing aids or 

cochlear implants/ do they use BSL etc.) 
• A brief outline of a story/ adventure they have 
• Deaf Inclusion theme at the heart of your story



Competition: 
Design your own Deaf character and story

Submit:  Digital entry:  Full name and class to 
lchorekdjian@kgreen.brent.sch.uk
Or for hard copy to your child’s class teacher FAO 
Ms.Chorekdjian – Guest Judge Karen Hardwicke 

GUEST JUDGE!

mailto:lchorekdjian@kgreen.brent.sch.uk


Reflection

Deaf children are just like any other children. 

They just can’t hear. We will be empathetic and 

use deaf awareness strategies in the classroom 

to support them.



Slides created by Leanne 
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