
Sign bilingualism in practice: Benefits and 
challenges 
Dr Hannah Anglin-Jaffe discusses the latest research around sign 
bilingualism from her presentation at this year’s BATOD conference 

References 

Caselli N, Pyers J, Lieberman AM (2021) ‘Deaf children of hearing parents have age-level 

vocabulary growth when exposed to American Sign Language by 6 months of age’, Journal 

of Pediatrics, 232, 229–236. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpeds.2021.01.029 

Cummins, J (2000) Language, power, and pedagogy: Bilingual children in the crossfire: 23. 

Multilingual matters. 

Delcenserie, A, Genesee, F, and Champoux, F (2024) Exposure to sign language prior and 

after cochlear implantation increases language and cognitive skills in deaf 

children, Developmental Science, 27(4), e13481. 

Hall, ML, Hall, WC., and Caselli, NK (2019) ‘Deaf children need language, not (just) 

speech’, First language, 39(4), 367–395. 

Hall, WC (2017) ‘What you don’t know can hurt you: The risk of language deprivation by 

impairing sign language development in deaf children’, Maternal and Child Health 

Journal, 21(5), 961–965. 

Jenkins, M (2025) ‘A kaleidoscope of Deaf identity: 200 Years at the Deaf Academy’, BATOD 

Magazine, December 2025, ISSN 1336–0799 

Jenkins, M (2026) The Deaf Academy glossary of terms, The Deaf Academy. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpeds.2021.01.029


Kubicek E, Quandt LC (2021) ‘A positive relationship between sign language comprehension 

and mental rotation abilities’, Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, 26(1), 1–12. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/deafed/enaa030 

Marschark, Marc, ChongMin Lee, G. Tang, and H. Knoors (2014) ‘Navigating two languages 

in the classroom’, Bilingualism and bilingual deaf education, 213–241. 

Mathews, E S (2024) ‘Rates of socio-emotional difficulties among deaf and hard of hearing 

children in Ireland’, Deafness & Education International, 1–17. 

Mayer, C and Akamatsu, C (1999) ‘Bilingual-bicultural models of literacy education for deaf 

students: considering the claims’, Journal of deaf studies and deaf education, 4(1), 1–8. 

Murray, JJ, Hall, WC, and Snoddon, K (2019) Education and health of children with hearing 

loss: the necessity of signed languages Bulletin of the World Health Organization, 97(10), 

711. 

O'Neill, R and Wilks, R (2021), ‘The impact of the British Sign Language (Scotland) Act 2015 

on deaf education’. 

Peñacoba, C, Garvi, D, Gómez, L, and Álvarez, A (2020) ‘Psychological well-being, emotional 

intelligence, and emotional symptoms in deaf adults’, American Annals of the Deaf, 165(4), 

436–452. 

Pierce, L J, Genesee, F, Delcenserie, A, and Morgan, G (2017) ‘Variations in phonological 

working memory: Linking early language experiences and language learning 

outcomes’, Applied Psycholinguistics, 38(6), 1265–1300. doi: 10.1017/S0142716417000236] 

Rowley, K, Snoddon, K, and O'Neill, R (2022) ‘Supporting families and young deaf children 

with a bimodal bilingual approach’, International Journal of Birth and Parent Education, 9(3), 

15–20. 

Rowley, K, and Sive, D (2021) Preventing Language Deprivation, BATOD Magazine, 32–34. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/deafed/enaa030


Swanwick, R, Hendar, O, Dammeyer, J, Kristoffersen, A, Salter, J, and Simonsen, E (2014) 

‘Shifting contexts and practices in sign bilingual education in northern Europe’, Bilingualism 

and bilingual deaf education, 218–310. 

Zhang, D, Ke, S, Yang, J, and Anglin‐Jaffe, H (2024) ‘Sign language in d/deaf students' 

spoken/written language development: A research synthesis and meta‐analysis of cross‐

linguistic correlation coefficients’, Review of Education, 12(3), e70016. 


	References

